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Figure. The right (arrow) and left (arrowhead) vocal cords.
[Ann Emerg Med. 2023;81:102.]

A 45-year-old woman who had undergone a remote thyroidectomy presented to the emergency department with 2 hours
of nontraumatic dyspnea and dry cough. She was afebrile, her respiratory rate was 34 breaths/min, and her oxygen
saturation was 98%. On physical examination, the patient had inspiratory stridor and wheezing. Point-of-care ultrasound
was performed to assess the patient’s vocal cord movements (Figure and Video 1). Video 2 shows normal vocal cord
movement.
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 111.
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